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Letter from the Director

Dear Friends,

This month we have decided to focus on the unseen heroes that \
right here in Maun.These peoplare essential to the organizations
we work with. We salute and thank theatt for the dedication ar
determination thathey bring to the work place every day. We hope
enjoy understanding a littlbit more abouthem

Additionally, the Community Bus has been on the road for a m
Obotseng has taken to her role as bus driver and caretaker with
and we are delighteto have her as part of our team. Rember, there
a S oc i aSpotthmeeBdd ac admmraminggandvould love to het
from you (pobablyeasier for those based in Maun

Currently, we are gearing up for Botswana Travel and Tourism
(BTTE) in Kasane. If you happen to be attendpigase drop by our tat
and meet us in person. We would be delighted to speak to you, shaj
suggestions and stories.

Lastly, due to the time of the yeawe are rolling togethera
NovemberDecember edition of this newsletter aadlanuaryebruar
edition. In betweerpleasefollowar par t ner s 6 acabod
pagei we hope you gny watching the impact that your contributi
make. It is with great delight that we report on them! Please enjc
mont hés read.

Ruth Stewart, Director of Travel for Impact

Month at a Glance

WAR Hosts First Drama
Competition

SAFARIS

Desert & Delta Safaris making imp
at Tsodilo Junior Secondary Scho
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Travel for Impact (TFI) is an independent social enterptise linksthe
travel industry with local community projectsMorthern Botswana.
With each night spent with oneair travel partnersat least USD1 is
donated to Travel for Impact. These donations are th&mnibuted tothe
wonderful organizationslustrated below

Since launching, TFI has magartnerships with a number of community
organizations andveare deighted that this numbezontinues to grow.

For more information, please visit our website at travelforimpact.cofoltmw us on 6&"/ 2]
Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram




Travel for Impact

October2016

Women

T: 75916988 / 72943252 /
76666554

Crafthoodunite.com
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Crafthood

Crafthood is an independent initiagivlaunched k
Travel for Impact withseedfunding from Souther
African Regional Environmental Program (SARE
Crafthoodis a centralized marketing and sales plati
for weavers in the District.
weaves in establishing an independent livelihood,
in turn, supporimmediate needs withitiheir householc

The aim is to sup

Mo y ahavedtalent for weavingbaskets, why should | let it go to wast@ &

Crafthood, an initiative launched
TFlI and SAREP aims to promo
Bot swanads beal
baskets, as well as the ama:
women who create them. Moya R
from the Boesja Ward, Maun, is ¢
ofthepr oj ect 6s rec

How long have you been weav
baskets?

| started weaving baskets at a tel
age of 10 years old. My mother we
teacher at Botswana Craft in Etst
so when | came home from schoc
would find her sitting down weavil
amazingly gorgeous and brea
taking baskets of all colours, sizes
shapes. | then started watching |
she weaved and that is how | lear
to weave. Now, | can make all sort:
beautiful baskets.

Where does the love come from?

| was intrigued by how a simpfealrr
can be made into something
spectacular. That is where my pas
grew; | knew that with that palm
could make something amazing ot
it, something that will catch anotl
personbés eye. T
my mother weaved baskets fol
living. She raised us with the moi
from the baskets. All our needemx
met just from her selling the
baskets, so | saw that baskets can
be a livelihood.

What challenges do you face?

Our main challenge is the market
basket s. Si nalbto
places to sell the baskets, sometit
because we need the money, we |
sell the baskets at a lower price.

say, 60t he basket
complain and want me to sell it
much less, not taking in

consideration the size, desigor, the
amount of time spent making
People dondt al
also must make profit out of thighis
is my livelihoodi we must trave
outside Maun to get the palm to m
the baskets.

There are also some health challer
We get sore b&s, shoulders and ve
rough hands because of the ne¢
Apart from TFI,
other support which is hard. Mc
help would help openthe baske
market even more.

What has your relationship w
Travel for Impact been like?

| started workingwith Travel fol
Impact in 2012 when | start
attending their workshop®efore,

would just charge any price that ce
to mind without looking at the val
of what | have made. TFI provides
platform for us basket weavers
know the value of our basksetthey
helped us make unifor
measurements for basket wea

across Botswana. They taught us
before you sell, look at the design
sizes. | now know that when | char
all these have been taken i
consideration. This way, baskets
not sold &a very low price while the
could be worth more. Nowadays, |
satisfied when pricing the baski

Where do you see your relations
with Crafthood going in the future?

In the future, we hope to have
Crafthood shop/market. That way,
can have austainable income and '
will be able to r&se our children |
hope to get invited to exchar
programs where we can teach pe
abroad how to weave baskets. | .
wish that basket weaving would gr
so we can offer basket weav
classes here. Most imgantly, | wist
to haveamarket to sell our baskets
we can also can donate to the
fortunate.

| have a talent for weavingbasket:
why should I let it go to waste. | we
to share my talent with the world.

[Interview excerpts translated froBetwana]

3



Travel for Impact

October2016

Women

WoMen Against Rape (WAR)

WoMen Against Rape (WAR) was established in 1
in response to a prevalence of gerdased violence
the district of NgamilandWAR is a crisis centre th
deals withsoci et yods mo s t VL
children. Since their inception, they have handledr
600 cases of violence and shelter women and child

T: (+267) 6860865

E: womenagainstrapemaun@gmail.cc

womenagainstrape.co.bw/

InsideWA RO® s

We had the opportunity to sit do
with a truly inspirational woma
Baboletsef r om WAR.
relationship with WAR began in 20
when she started volunteering in
office. After three years, shavas
promoted t o 6andkh
has been working at the shelter ¢
since.

Shel

ter

This goal presentghallenges whe
dealing with people dail
Af8meti mes there

The shelter matron is responsible
oversee the wellbeing of women .

child residingar want to do thei
immense responsibility. Babole  fone can wake up with a mood
explains: wWelcameth  yoy have to talk to hema find a wa
clients when they arrivegive them to bring her ba
tour, read them the regulations _

Despite t hese

rules of the shétr, and help to tea

them skills. You are also the garde
the cleaner, an:

However, the role of shelter mat
extends beyolthere
are just kids, you areheére as tt
house mother. You do everything
themd s h e lasndry, scooking
preparingfor school and evedoing
assignments with themvhen the
come back from

Perhaps the biggest challenge
accommodating many  differe
peopl e. fwdken, lkkds wh
come alone with no parentsnc
women with their kidd s h e

you have to teach them all that
have to be one family; we have tc
there for one another. When oni
sick, we havets t and t og

shelter is anecessary part of t
organi zationds -

based vi ®inepooverka
WAR, 0 Babol et se
iIWAR has openedVAR

taught me to be a strong wom
WAR taught me to be an indepenc
woman; WAR taught me to knowai
women should not depend on n
Even if you are married, you sho
wor k hard, you
am mamwried. 0

Babol etse expl a
har dé I was

volunteering with my whole heart
WAR. When they saw that, th

though t , 6we <can (
skill s, she can
promoted me. 0

Over 120 kids participate ir
Students Ag:¢«
first Drama Competition!

On Saturday, October 29 WA
Students Against Rape (SA
initiative hosted their first drar
competition. The inteschoo
competition was attended by o
120 kids from five schools: Ma
Senior, Moeti JSS, dhwaragan
JSS, Tsodilo JSS, and Sedie J¢

The t heme vChilgl
Communication on Adolesce
Sexual and Reproductive Hed
and the event featured a DJ, fc
prizes, speeches, and n
importantly, great performances

Congratulations to Maut
Secondary for first place, Se
JSS for second, and Tshwarac
JSS fao third! The kids had ¢
amazing time and are excited
participate next year.

The community bus transporting kids for
event

TshwaragandSsS celebrating third plate
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AGLOW

INTERNATIONAL 2
BOTSWANA |

t he

T: +267 75 48 1400

Culture & Heritage
AGLOW - Polokong

Despite tremendous efforts to provide social secur
Cc 0 u n wuingrable poputaBons, hindran
such as walking long distances, and some-tdaiay
activities present many challenges for the eld
AGLOW-Polokong aims to change the lives of tt

individuals by making home visits, providing bz

E: bbogwasi@gmail.com

aglowpolokong.org

necessities, angiving loving attention.

Sitting with Lesang

Sitting in the living room, we ci
smel | the food
cooking S 0 I b
Lesang, a volunteer for AGLO\
says as she sits down to conve
Born and raised in Maun, Lesang
been working at AGLOW since 20:
Today, she is prepiag food that wil
be distributed to elderly recipiel
throughout the community.

This is all par

to give dignity
elderly. As an AGLOV
representative,

extend beyond preparing ¢
delivering daily meks. During visits
she often cleans their houses, h
bathe them, and offers support in

way possi bl e. i
family to visit
are |l onely in t

with them, we talk to them. They ¢
also feelthavar mt h. o

However, working with the eldel
presents many ¢
highr i sk job, 0 sh
homes AGLOW visits are not in gc
condition, and oftentimes many
sick. Additionally, working with th
el derl y t ak egeedp
have compassi on
need to have |«
demonstrates both these quali
When she is not around, they will .
Owher e i s she?

happening?d nl
the bond and the love they have
me , gshe says. She finds t
relationship incredibly rewardir
Awhen they are
are accepting m
my joy. o

Working with the elderly, Lesal
hears plenty of
Boseja, 0 she sa
upincurrent aff ai
stories of Chin
tell me stories of the chiefs and h
Maun was. 0 Addi
clients have nicknames for her
another client insists that Lesang
supposed to get married to

Presidat!

Not only is AGLOW providing foo
and other essentials, but they
building relationships; they &
spreading warmth. After seeing

impact made, Lesang believes

AGLOW will continue to grow an
make a difference in the commun
i Ri ght canaoevenweach
of the &elderly

says, AAGLOW wi
will reach out
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Children
E (/PJ Fana Ba [Letsatsi Bana Ba LetsatS|

Bana Ba Letsats[BBL) is a rehabilitation centre tt
offers a place of safety and support for vulner
children.The organization providetaily meals, clothe
transport, medical attention, and hyugefacilities, a
well ascounseling, skills training, armsoreintroduce
children to the structure of education. BBL has he
many children reintegratend itcontinues to be a sa

INE CHILDREN ——

T: +267 686 4787
E: info@banabaletsatsi.org

banabaletsatsi.org

haven for children throughout the community.

fil started volunteering at the agé
18; t hat was ma
Taboka, the Executive Coording
from Bana Ba Letsatsi (BBL
Although Taboka works with kit
now, she was initially trained
HIV/AIDS inthec hur c h.
HI'V was seen as

she says, Wwapee ldly
positive were seen as promiscuou:
prostitutes 0 |t was

former Presidensir Ketumile Masir
urged the church to unite that an ac
role became apparen

At the age of 23, Taboka saw firsth.
the role the <ch
remember one pastor from Uga
who got HIV from a bloo
transfusio® s h e Iatargad)
opened up the eyes of church lea
to say oOreally,
to these people but to tell the trt
they are not promiscuous ever
pastors can get HIV6 0

Inspired by these actions, Tabc
along with a friend, started mobilizi
church leadership and young pe«
in Francistown. They founded
counseling and recreatial centr
called Basha Lesedian organizatic
that is still running. This organizati
disseminates HIV/AIDS informatic
Sexual Reproductive Health (SR
and other health related informat
through theater

Her work continued when she stal
volunteering for the Botswan
Christian AIDS Interventic

New Auntie at Bana Ba Letsatsi

Programme (BOCAIP) where sk
eventually became a counselor ¢
attaining her degree in Yol
Development and Early Childho
Development After working witt
BOCAIP for nine years, she joined"
Botswana Red Cross Society for
years. Then, as of last year, Tak
started working as the Execut
Coordinator at Bana Ba Letsatsi.

Al dondt s
anywhere doing what we a
doingo

Though BBL is much diffeent thau
her previous experiences, Tabok
thrilled to be a part of such an ama:
or gani Bamd Badetsatsi i
amazing place; t
telling people.

anywhere doing w

Although there are ber rehabilitatio
centres, BBL was founded to addi
t he Al DS [pasentdastioi
of children 0 s h afamsilg migh
lose five or six daughters and e
daughter has ma\)
such, the responsibility often fe
upon the gradparents. However ol
do you make sur
individual need is met when you
taking care ofthat manykids?

Currently BBL has around5-50kids
that comein for meals daily. The
also have 79 children thatthey
directly work with and neixyear,they
expect to have 150.

Not only is BBL addressing da
necessities, but they also have se
new projects to address se»
reproductive health. For example,

@exual Reproductive Health ¢
Righs 6 project wi
local schools.

Awe want to

skills to say no to certain
things, to be assertive, and
be able to t

nWove seen a F
pregnancy 6 s he says
girl empowerment meetings in 1
schools,i we wa n ttherm the
skills to say ndo certain things, to t
assertive, and to be able to train t
peersdo

Taboka is just one of the amazi
dedicated staff working at BBL. V
are proud and honoured to w
alongside this incredible organizati
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Omphil e:

Few people appreciate nature as n
as Omphile. We had the opportul
to speak with Omphilea guide fror
Ker & Downey Safaris who in F
spare time, volunteers at local n
profit organization, Bana Ba Letsa

Along with Moses, his cavorker
Omphil e runs tr
During low season, the two guic
visit BBL once or twice a weeko
teach the kids everything from anir
behaviour and plant species,
conservation and climate change.

Omphile (far left), Moses (far righ

Omphile is so passionate about f
project because it allows him to te
kids about the exciting wilderness
t heir own backy:
of these kids come from llages o
the outskirts o
Amadpynot have t
coming out into th

Omphile, who has been a guide for
years, wants the kids to underst
why he is so passionate about na

il | ove it!o h
morning youore
dayé getting fiot

suchanamamig experi e
Through the club, the kids particip
in activities, lessons, and even pre|
presentations. Although Omphile v
a little uncertain how the kids wol
react to this, their response \
beyond what he could have expec
il gaven assignment e
research about

some peopletrees are just trees

OWi Il dIife i

<@
KERs DWNEY

— BOTSWANA ——
A NICHE CARVED FROM ETERNITY

wasnot expectin
got é You shoul «
excitement! o The
facts, stories and even different
for the different types dfees.

Not only do they regularly visit, b
on occasion, Ker & Downey spon
all the kids to visit one of their cam
The kidsare treated to walks, gar
dri ves, and eve
coul d tell fror
made a change in those kials.

Moses at the Wildlife Club

Partnered with BBL, Omphile
excited to see this program continu

gr ow. AThe mane
taking care of

webre all fight
make a differen

saysHehopes that these gradual s
will one day result in somethirgyeat
imy dream is to
to be guides in

The Wildlife Club is just ongvay tha
Omphile and Ker & Downey a
giving back to their community.

(From left to right) Georgie (KDS)
Taboka (BBL), Moses (KDS), Fra
(KDS), MC (KDS)
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NCONGO

NGAMILAND COUNCIL OF
NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS

NCONGO Hosts Humai
Rights Training

On October 228, NCONGC
members were invited to join
a human rights training. T
group discussed human rig
issues facing the people
Ngamiland. Together,they
came up with strategies
advance human rights for so
of popul ati on

This training was part of th
Ngami Rights Project, a thre
year project supported by f
European Union.

Children

dt helps maintain theird i g nDesest & Belta Safaris
Continues to Support Tsodilo Junior Secondary Schoo

Sitting in the office, we hear the rec
bell ring and watch as students rus
meet their friends. Across from us,
Lubinda, the guidance counselor fr
Tsodilo JSS smiles at us, eage
discuss how Desert & Delta Safi
(DDS) is making a difference in t
school.

Beginningthree years ago, Desert
Delta Safaris (DDS) start
sponsoring Tsodilo Junior Seconc
School.They began by sponsoring
amual motivational safari trip for :
kids (10 top achievers and
disadvantaged) and providing 10 |
with uniforms, bags, stationary, ¢
school supplies.

Today, with Travel for Impact as 1
liaison, the relationship between D
and Tsodilo JSS hasrayvn ever
stronger; DDS has since taken or
additional 10 kids to sponsor w
supplies.

Alt hel ps
dignityo

These uniforms and school supg
are going a long way for the stude
who need them. Student Guida
Counselor, Mr. Lubindgexplains thz
students used to come into the ol
with tattered clothes and torn shc

However, since
fithey now have
ithey 1l ook Iike

says. The donation of these esser
fihel ps ai mai nthe
dignity; o now n
that they come from poorer famili
This has gone a long way to bc
their self esteem and helps them fc
on their studies.

Alt hel ps a
motivatic

Furthermore, Lubinda has higiaise
for the annual motivational safari tt
Not only does this trip give stude
the unique opportunity to learn ab
the countryds d
al so helps with
filt helps all tl
Lubinda expla n s , it her
competition and all the students w
hard to be abl e

excursion provides incentive &
encourages the students to study
and make school a priority.

Sponsorship from Desert and D:
Safaris is part of a fivgear plan an
the relationshigontinues strengthe

ADDS has made a
on our student s
are very appreci


http://www.safaridestinations.net/
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Conservation
Maun Animal Welfare Society (MAW:¢

Founded in 1998, MAWS aims for ot ec t
wildlife through domestic animal car&o accomplis
this goal, MAWS offers free veterinary services toA

MAUN ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY

Protacting Botinama s aildifs thromgh Aematic amimmal care

income villagers across Botswat@addition, they als

T: 4267 71 657 443

E: info@maunanimalwelfare.con

reuniteand rehabilitate lost, found, and stray anin
MAWS is activdy preventing the transmission

diseasefrom domestic animalso wildlife.

maunanimalwelfare.com

MAWS Mobil e

fiCome through and meet John

Hel en, 0 T aafaunderMa&
as we walk through the clinic do
Inside, on a far table, | see
veterinarian focused on what looks
a routine procedure.

The vet, John, looks up from his w
and warmly nods before returning
the task at hand. On my left, |

greeted by Helen
a good time, 0 s

back. 0 J orktined vela an
Helen, a retired Dentist, originally frc
North Yorkshire, UK, have be
volunteering with MAWS for the pe
month.

For the pasiveek they, as well as clin
hand Keneilwe, have been traveli
throughout Northern Botswa
providing veterinary careto rura
villages. Outside of major towns, th
is often little to no veteriary
assistance. This mobile clinic provi
careto animals who would otherwi
never receive treatment.

The team traveled to the villages
Shakawe, Ukusi, Samochima, Sep
Botshabelo and throughout

panhandle area performing b
vaccinations andterilizations. As it i
a mobile clinic, they were oft
performing surgeries in unusual pla:
iThe day of, y 0
you are going to set up your clinic

you dondét know v
up, 0 John says
i mpr ovi Kengilde says

fsometi mes we heses
and set up.o

Outreach: oo6ffh

However, thecommunitydid show ug
ioOne day, John
surgeries dHelen says. Not only d
many show up, but many were revi
from the year pr
us from last yeaand came back for t
next vacshesays ot
when youeshi Wepo]
somewhere! 60

MAWS is getting somewhere. Not ot
are local populations responding, |
initiatives like the Mobile Outreach ¢
actively prote
wildlife.  With  vaccinations ar
sterilizations,

semiferal dogs roaming il
countryside not only attacking go
donkeys, and people, but also attac
the | ocal wildl:i
di sease control

Throudhout South Africa, rabies F
led to the eradication of hu
populations of African Wild Dog
AMy worry is the
happen i n t he

whether through disease or rabies
controlling domestic population a
building up a buffezone of vaccinate
dogs, we are taking a huge ¢

~

forwards. 0O

After such a successful month, J
and Helen arboth excitedo work witr
MAWS in the futu
clinic staff eno
devoted, dedicated, and put an awdt
i nto thi senfurthérsthet
s ent i nheirhéads aregmpletel
in ité they are

John, Helen, Keneilwe, and Tanz

In total, 1M dogsand cats
were vaccinated and 62
were sterilized!



